The mid-1950s were exciting times for physicists. The results of the theory of quantum electrodynamics were tested experimentally and agreed with the new theoretical results to better than one part in a million while new particles were being discovered almost every month. There were even hints that fundamental symmetries of nature were being violated:
the Chinese American physicists T. D.Lee and C. N. Yang had suggested in January 1957 9 that parity could be violated in nuclear beta-decays so that the reflection of a beta-decay in a mirror would not represent a physically-allowed process. Salam then discovered 10 that if a particle called a neutrino which had no electric charge and was emitted together with an electron in beta-decay had precisely zero mass (and thus according to Einstein's theory of relativity must travel at the velocity of light) then the equation which describes it has a natural symmetry which violates parity so that a world in which left-handed was preferred to right-handed could be the consequence of zero mass neutrinos. Paul Matthews wrote to him from the United States 'you've really hit the jackpot this time'
11
. His friend and collaborator
John Ward wrote 'So many congratulations and fond hopes for at least one-third of a Nobel prize'
12
. One-third because the prize would presumably be shared with Lee and Yang. He had been forced to leave Pakistan for the UK in order to pursue his career in theoretical physics and wondered whether scientists from third world countries could be helped to continue their research fruitfully in their home country without having to move to developed countries. Salam conceived the idea of a centre of excellence to which scientists from the Third World could come on a regular basis for visits of a few weeks or months, to keep in touch with research at the frontier of their subject, but still remain for most of the year working in their own countries. Provided the subject matter was theoretical so expensive laboratory equipment wasn't required, provision of such a centre should not require expenditure of more than a few hundred thousand dollars to start up and a similar amount in running costs. These were tiny sums compared with the budgets for research of states like the US, UK and Soviet Union.
Salam was a devout Moslem throughout his life. He believed that miracles are possible but must be helped to happen. He considered that his journey from a small town in the Punjab to Cambridge illustrated this. A sum of 150,000 rupees had been collected by the governing Muslim Union in the Punjab to support the allied war effort. When the war ended the cash for no particular reason was assigned for a scholarship for poor farmer's sons to study abroad. enlarging the contribution of atomic energy to the world. Moreover a centre of theoretical physics devoted to the needs of developing countries could be expected to concentrate on areas such as solid state physics, which deals with the semi-conductors used in electronic devices, rather than with particle physics which is of no direct use for anything. And yet every time I went to visit ICTP in its first ten years of operation it seemed to me to be just the particle theory group at Imperial transposed 600 miles east to the seaside and warmth.
Following advice from Salam's Scientific Council that the programme at ICTP was unbalanced and needed to be diversified away from particle physics, Salam asked his old . Salam did not submit an article on the application of the Higgs mechanism to electroweak theory for publication in a peer-reviewed journal. But around that time he was asked to be a member of the Advisory Committee for a Symposium to be held in Gothenberg in May 1968 on particle theory, sponsored by the Nobel Foundation.
By 1968 there was no way that Salam could publish his lecture in a recognised peer-reviewed journal since Weinberg's paper had already been published, so Salam took the opportunity to
give a lecture at the Symposium which claimed to be his lecture at Imperial the previous autumn. The proceedings of the Nobel Symposium were published as an expensive monograph 24 with circulation limited to a few specialist libraries. 
